CONCORDIA UNIVERSITY 


Faculty of Engineering an Computer Science 
Minutes of Meeting 89-4 
of the 


Engineering and Computer Science Faculty Council 


held 


Friday, May 12, 1989 


Present: Professors F.D. Hamblin (Acting Chair): V.S. Alagar, B. 
Ashtakala, R.B. Bhat, A.E. Blach, B.B. Budkowska, P.P. 
Fazio, D. Feldman, J.F. Hayes, H.F. Li, O. Moselhi, M.O.M. 
Osman, F. Sadri, T. Stathopoulos:; Mr. R. Martin 
(Registrar's Rep.); Mrs. Z. Jirkovsky (Library); R.V. Dantu 
(ECSGA); P.M. Bourassa (Secretary). 


Absent with apology: Professors M.N.S. Swamy, T.D. Bui, M.Douglass, 
A. Elhakeem, T. Fancott, P. Grogono, E.I. Plotkin, S. Sarraf. 


L, Adoption of Agenda 
Prof. Hamblin said that he would like to present an interim 


report of the Committee on the Status of Women under 
"Other Business". 


Motion Subject to this, Council unanimously approved the 
89-4-1 published agenda. 


2. Adoption of the Minutes of Meeting 89-3 


Motion Council unanimously adopted a motion to approve the 
89-4-2 minutes of Meeting 89-3. 


2. Chairman's Remarks 


Prof. Hamblin reported that CIDA awarded $500,000 
towards the cost of the joint doctorate programme of 
Concordia and the South East University of China. 


Motion 
89-4-3 


4. 


Motion 
89-4-4 


Motion 
89-4-5 


Also, former Vice-Rector Jack Bordan, who is still active in 
the Faculty as a part-time professor, has been appointed 
Chairman of the Canadian Engineering Qualifications Board 
(this is a separate organization from the Canadian 
Accreditation Board). 


He also extended his congratulations to the group of 
Mechanical Engineering students who entered the 
Methanol Vehicle competition in Detroit and won the 
second prize, with an amount of US $4,500. Concordia 
was the only Canadian university that was invited to 
compete; there were 19 teams from elsewhere in North 
America. 


Another achievement which Prof. Hamblin was pleased to 
report was the fact that three graduate students, Nader El 
Ghazal from C.B.S. and James Alanoly and Alain Piché, both 
from Mechanical Engineering were awarded prizes from 
the Association Québecoise des Transports et des Routes. 


Finally, at a competition for student papers held by the 
Montreal Chapter of the American Association of Cost 
Engineers, the four finalists, and prize winners, two 
graduate students and two undergraduate, were all from 
the Centre for Building Studies of Concordia University. 
Dr. Fazio also received $500 from the Association, for a 
scholarship to be awarded to a student at C.B.S. 


A motion of congratulations for all those who were involved 
in in these achievements was adopted unanimously. 


Undergraduate Curriculum Changes 


The proposed changes are described in Document 89-4-1. 
The discussion centered mainly on Section 4 which sets 
forth the proposed changes to regulations. Some 
members particularly objected to the proposed regulations 
concerning the availability of supplemental examinations. 
In view of this, the vote for Section 4 was taken separately 
from that for other sections. 


A motion for the adoption of Sections 1, 2, 3, and 5 of 
Doc. 89-4-1 was adopted unanimously. 


A motion for the adoption of Sections 4 of Doc. 89-4-1 
was adopted by a vote of 8 in favour, 2 opposed and 4 
recorded abstentions. 


Motion 
89-4-6 


Graduate Slot Courses 


When a course on "Similarity and Modelling in 
Engineering Systems" was proposed to the Graduate 
Studies Committee, the latter noted an overlap with CIVI 
635, and suggested consultations between the Civil and 
Mechanical Engineering departments so that a common 
course could be devised. The result was the ENGR course 
described on page one of Doc ECFC 89-4-2. This was first 
intended as a regular course (and this is why it is 
numbered 627 on the document) but approval is presently 
being sought as a slot course to be offered in the 1989-90 
Regular Session. 


Council unanimously adopted a motion to approve the 
course described on p. 1 of Doc. ECFC 89-4-2 as a slot 
course. 


Approval was also sought for a course on the “Analysis and 
Design of High Rise Buildings" to be offered in Session II of 
the Summer 1989 as a CIVI slot course. The course is 
described on p. 2 of Doc. ECFC 89-4--2 


Some members suggested that the course be given the 
prefix ENGR rather than CIVI and this was readily agreed 
to. However, other members felt Strongly that, since the 
course description mentioned buildings only and no other 
structures, the course should have the BLDG prefix. There 
was further discussion and, since no consensus appeared 
to emerge, Dr. Fazio suggested that, considering that the 
approval presently being sought is for a slot course only, 
the prefix ENGR was acceptable, but consideration should 
be given to the BLDG prefix if this were to be later 
submitted as a regular course. 


This suggestion rallied the opinion of all members and a 
motion to approve this slot course with the ENGR prefix 
received unanimous approval. 


Other Business - Committee on the Status of Women 
el pusiness ~- Committee on the Status of Women _ 


Prof. Hamblin presented the interim report of the 
Committee on the Status of Women as well as a document 
describing its mandate, membership, etc. Dr. Fazio said 
that the committee could not be effective if it is not 
provided with adequate resources. Prof. Hamblin replied 
that it has the full support of the Dean who will make the 
necessary arrangements for resources. 


7. 


Motion 
89-4-8 


In the course of the discussion, it was mentioned that 
UQTR, which has some difficulty in attracting qualified 
professors, is offering graduates with a Master's degree a 3 
year leave of absence with 50% of full salary for them to 
complete their Ph.D., on the condition that they remain 
with the institution for, say, 5 years, when their doctorate 
if obtained. Possibly, a similar arrangement could be 
made to attract women professors to this Faculty. 


Dr. Budkowska said that in some countries, women make 
up 50% of engineering students. 


Mr. Dantu suggested special scholarships to encourage 
women to undertake graduate studies in engineering, but 
Dr. Blach mentioned the case of a very talented female 
graduate in Mechanical Engineering who was showered 
with every possible scholarship in order to induce her to 
enter graduate studies. However, she was also showered 
with very generous job offers and these proved so much 
more attractive in terms of money that she entered the 
work force instead. 


Prof. Hamblin concluded by saying that, while the number 
of women students in our Faculty is still much lower than 
desirable, we have at least succeeded in bringing our 
percentage of women engineering students above the 
national average. 


Adjournment 


Council unanimously adopted a motion to adjourn. 


